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ftEN4ARKS 

In view of ihe foregoing amcndmems and these rcniarks, reconsitler4tion of ihe application is requesied. 

Initially, Applicant notes ihai the Exam iner has not raised any substantive objecrioas to cUim 9 but does note 
that dependent claims 10- J 2 were rejected under 35 USC J02(b). As such. Applicant responds under the 
assumption that the Examiner also considers claim 9 as anticipated. In the event that this assumption is not 
correct, the Examiner is asked to clarity if there are any objections to claim 9, 

InfopTpation Disclosure Statement 

In the Office Action, the £x4miner indicated that the prior an identified in the information disclosure 
statement was not considered as the Applicant did noi indicate tJxe date of the prior an. Applicant respectfully 
submits that the prior submined showed a date of June 27, 2001 a;* shown on the ;5c:cond page of ihc 
ducumeni. 

Obieciions to the Specification 

In tlie Office Action, the Examiner objected to the specification for the spelling of "cheque". Applicant notes 
jhai the Third New Weifsi^f s Encyclopedic Dictionary of fhe English Language includes "cheque'* (the 
common British spelling) as a synonym for the more common American spelling "check". A copy of the 
relevant page of the dictionary is enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner, As such, it is respectfully 
submitted that the current spelling is in accordance with the provisions of 35 USC 1 12. 

Claim Objections 

In the Office Action, the Examiner raised informality objections to the claims. In response. Applicant has 
amended claims 2-7 and 10-12, by changing "A" to --The--. 

As above. Applicant submits that "cheque" is an acceptable spelling for "check" as per the Webster's 
Dictionary. 

Ciaim Objections Under 35 USC 102 

In the office action, the Examiner rejected claims 1-8 and 10-12 under 35 USC 1 02 as being anticipated by 
Sloane (US patent TvJo, 5,918,2 1 Ij. 
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AppUcam respectfully disagrees ^vitb The Exaniincr wiih respca lo ihe inrerpreiaiion of Sloane as explained 
ia greater detail below. However, Applicant has amended independent claims I and 8 for clarity in order to 
emphasize thai the system claimed by the applicant relates lo a poim-of-sale transaction svstemfor fnanaaina 
information relaiiniz lo a financial transaction between a purchaser and a vendor and that the transaction is 
a financial transaction. Support for these amendments is found throughout the specification. 

Furthermore, and in support of the above amendments and the patentability of the subject application, 
Applicant discusses herein the subject application, the Sloane reference and the differences therein havmg 
consideration to the claims as amended. 


The subject application generally relates to a system that manages the exchange of funds between a purchaser 
ana a vendor when goods and services are being poughi and sojd. More specifically, the sysicm includes a 
portable scanner for scanning information (text, code or handwriting) relating to a financial transaction and 
a poim-of-sale terminal whereby the scarmed information is sent out of the retail establishment to a 
transaction approval service for obtaining approval or denial of the transaction. 

In contrast, Sloane teaches a system for influencing and potentially altering a consumer's decision to 
purchase a product by providing a portable scanner that communicates with a central computer. The 
consumer uses the portable scanner to scan bar codes or UPC codes of a specific product within the sales 
gisle of a Store which is sent to the central computer and which then returns promotional information about 
the product back to the portable scanner for display to the consumer. Such promotional information may 
include price informaiion that may be displayed in various formats to the consumer As such, the Sloane 
system does not relate to financial transactions where the system manages the exchange of funds between 
a purchaser and a vendor when goods and services are being bought and sold. While Sloane uses language 
such as "point-of-purchase" (see abstract), this language is misleading as the "point-of-purchase^' m the 
context of Sloane relates to the moment at which a consumer decides to remove a product from the shelf and 
does not relate to the moment at which ownership is transferred from the vendor to the purchaser through the 
exchange of funds, in other words, the Sloane system operates prior to the actual point-of-purchase by 
encouragmg a purchaser to take an item off the shelf and put it in a shopping basket- In this regard, the Slo4ne 
system in no way relates to the acii^aj point-of-purchase when there is an exchange of funds between the 
p^rchaser and vendor. Thus, Sloane does not teach or suggest a point-of-sale transaction system that relates 
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to a financial transaction berweea a purchaser and a vendor- 
Turning to The claims, claims 1 and 8, as amended, describe a poim-of-sale iransaciion systemforip^n^ging 
informaTioTi r^^l^tjnp to a financial transaciion between a pur c^ascf and a vendor and requires boTh a ponabU 
scanner and a poim-of-sale terminal. As such, ii Is respectfully submitted that 1 ) Sloane does noi relate to a 
point-of-sale transaciion system for managing information relating to a financial transaction bui rather relates 
to a system for providing produci information to a consumer priof to the aciua) to the point-of-purchase, 2) 
Sloane does not teach a poim-of-sale terminal that enables the exchange of funds between a purchaser and 
a vendor, 3) Sloane does not report scanned informauon to a transaciion approval service and 4) Sloane does 
noi teach a i*OST capable of reporting transaciion approval or denial information from the transaciion 
approval service. The foregoing remarks apply equally to unamended claim 9. 

Accordingly, it is believed that the objections under 35 USC 102Cb) arc overcome. 
Obieciions Under 35 USC 103 

Iniheoftlce action, the examiner further rejected claims 8 and 13 under35 USC 103(a) as being unpaieniable 
over Sloane (US patent No. 5,918,21 1), In view of the amendments to the independent claims and the 
foregoing discussion with respect to ihe differences in sirucwre and function of the two systems. Applicant 
submits thai the objection under 35 USC I03ta) is similarly overcome 

More particularly, Sloane provides no evidence that would enable an unimaginative skilled worker to develop 
ihe poini-of-sale transaction system as presently cUimed. Thai is Sloane provides no information to motivate 
or lead the unimaginative skilled worker lo ApplicajU's system as presently claimed- 

On the basis that the objections to independent claims 1 and 8 are believed overcome, it is submitted that all 
claims are now in a condition for allowance. 

InvenTorship 

The Applicant notes the Examiners presumption that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 
owned at the time of invention. Applicant confirms that the subject matter of all claims was commonly owned 
at the date of invention. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is submine4 that the application is in a condition for 
allowance. Should any minor points remain prior to the issuance of a Notice of Allovance, the Exammer is 
requested to telephone xhe undersigned at the below listed telephone number. 

Respectfully submin:ed. 


Daniel Guy Pomcrlcau and Pusty Keashly 



Andrew R. Hicks 

Reg. No. 39.468 

Borden Ladner Gervais LLP 

1100-100 Queen Sireei 

Ottawa ON K1P1J9 

Canada 

Tel: (403)232^9717 
Fax: (403)266-1395 
E-mail: ipinfo@blgcanada com 

ARH/ldk 
Enclosures 

1 . Petition for one month extension of time 

2. Marked-up Version Showing Changes Made 

3. Webster's Third Mew international Dictionary 
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09/885,050 

mabked-up version showing changes ivuoe 

CLAIMS 

1. A poinl-of-sale TT^nsaciion system for mana j iiinf; informa don relating to a financial TransftcuQp 
bctv^gfcn a purchaser ancf a vendor comprising: 

a portable scanner for scanning information relating to a financial transaction; 

a portable point-of-sale terminal (POST) in qper^iive communication with The portable 
scanner for receiving the information, the POST also for reporting information to a 
transaction approval service and for receiving transaction approval or denial from the 
Transaction approval service 

wherein any one of or a combination of the portable scanner or POST formats The informiition for 
reporting to transaciion approval service. 

2. [a] The point-of-sale transaction system as in claim 1 wherem the scanner is in operative communicniion 

With the POST via a wireless link, 

3. [a] Ih^ point-of-sale Transaction system as in claim 1 wherein the scanner includes: 

a processor operatively connected lo 4 reader for processmg scanned information and wherein 
the scanned information is any one of or a combinarion of te^tt, code or handwriting on a cheque; 

an interface operaii vely connected to the processor for operaTi ve comniunication with the POST; 
and. 

wherein the processor receives a digital imgge of the rexT, code and/or handwriting information 4nd 
formats ihe text, code and/or handwriting information for sending to the POST via the mterface. 

3'(A] The poinT'Of-sale transaciion system as in claim 3 wherein the scanned information is the routing 
code from a cheque and the processor convens a digital image of the rouiing code to a formatted 
snring. 
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4 [A] The poini-of-sale transaction system as in claim 4 ^vherein the processor compares the formaned 
siring to a library of jurisdiciional codes to detemiine if ihc formarted string corresponds to a 
jarisdiciional code. 

5. [A] The point-of-sale transaction system as in claim 3 wherein the scanner includes a display operatively 

connected to the processor for displaying instructions or information to a user relating lo the 
transaction. 

6. [A] The point-of-sale transaction system as in claim 3 wherein the POST includes a card reader for 

reading information from any one of or a combination of a debit card, credit card or smart card. 

7. A point-of-sale transaction system for manapinp informaiion relatine to a fmancial iransaciion 
herween a purchaser and ^ vendor comprisine: 

a portable scanner for scanning information relating to a fmancial transaction; the scanner 
including 

a processor operatively connected to a reader for processing scanned information and 
wherein the scanned information is any one of or a combination of text, code or handwriting, 

an interface operatively connected to the processor; 

a display operatively connected to the processor for displaying instructions or information 
to a user relating to the transaction; and, 

wherein the processor receives a digital image of the text, code and/or handwriting 
information and formats the text, code and/or handwriting; 

a portable point-of-sale terminal (POST) in operative communication with the portable scatiner via 
a wireless link, the POST for receiving the scanned information, the POST also for reponing 
mformauon to a transaction approval service and for receiving transaction approval or denial from 
the transaction approval service. 
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8. Am Thod of obiaining approval for a cheque trausacuon bexwecn a payor and a payee comprising 
the sreps of: 

a) scanning cheque information from a cheque with a portable scanner; 

b) reporting the scanned cheque information to a point-of-sale terminal (POST); 

c) establishing an operative connection between the POST and a cheque clearing service; 

d) transferring the scanned cheque inform^non to the cheque clearing service; and, 

e) receiving transaction approval or denial ai the POST from the cheque clearing service. 

9. [a] Ihe method as in claim 9 further comprising the step of printing a receipt gt the POST- 

10. [a] The method as in claim 9 wherein the portable scanner includes a processor and wherem after step 

a) the processor compares a scanned code with a library of jurisdictional codes to determine if the 
formatted string corresponds to a jurisdictional code. 

U.[A] The method as in claim 9 wherein a payee enters the amount of the transaction into the POST or 
scanner for formatting and reporting to the cheque clearing service. 

12. [A] The method of obtaining approval for a cheque transaction between a payor and a payee comprising 
the steps of: 

a) scanning cheque information from a cheque with a portable scanner wherein the cheque 
information includes any one of or a combination of text, code or handwriting; 

b) entering a transaction amount on the POST; 

c) reporting the scanned cheque information to a point-of-sale terminal (POST); 

d) establishing an operative cot^nection between the POST and a cheque clearing service; 

e) transferrmg the scanned cheque information and die transaction amount to the cheque clearing 
service; and, 
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f) receiving transaction approval or denial at the POST from the cheque clearing service. 
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